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State Awards $1M Climate Ready Housing Grantfor Guild House Retrofit
Planning Office for Urban Affairs and Fenway Forward to Develop 86 New Affordable Rental Units

Boston, MA— The Planning Office for Urban Affairs (POUA) and Fenway Forward (formerly Fenway CDC)have been awarded a $1 million Climate Ready Housing (CRH) grant from the Commonwealth ofMassachusetts to support the development of 86 new energy-efficient, permanently affordable homes at 20Charlesgate West. The CRH program supports affordable housing properties statewide in reducing energyuse, improving resilience, and advancing the Commonwealth’s net-zero emissions goals.
The Guild House project will transform a six-story, 140-room lodging house into 86 modern rental units.Planned improvements include full electrification of all mechanical systems, climate resilient featuresresulting in an anticipated 54% reduction in annual site energy use, according to the Executive Office ofHousing & Livable Communities.
“We are honored to receive the Climate Ready Housing Award from EOHLC, which will enable us toimplement critical decarbonization measures as part of the redevelopment of The Guild House—a 100%affordable, 86-unit community. Fenway Forward and our project partner, the Planning Office for UrbanAffairs, are committed to advancing sustainable, equitable housing, and this award represents an importantstep toward that goal,” said Suneeth John, Deputy Director and Head of Real Estate for Fenway Forward.
“We are grateful to the Executive Office of Housing & Livable Communities, Massachusetts HousingPartnership, MassHousing, and the Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) for their support through theClimate Ready Housing program,” said Bill Grogan, President of POUA. “This funding will help advance thedecarbonization and energy retrofit of The Guild House, enabling us to provide supportive, affordable rentalhousing for low- and moderate-income individuals.”
“We appreciate the Healey-Driscoll Administration and our state partners for recognizing Boston’scommitment to climate-ready housing,” said Sheila A. Dillon, Boston’s Chief of Housing. “By prioritizingenergy efficiency and decarbonization in affordable housing development, we are protecting residents fromrising costs, improving quality of life, and strengthening neighborhoods against the impacts of climatechange.”
About Fenway ForwardFor 52 years, Fenway Forward (formerly Fenway Community Development Corporation) has worked toimprove the lives of low- and moderate-income residents through affordable housing development, residentservices, workforce development, community planning, and advocacy. Our work focuses on preventingdisplacement and homelessness, addressing racial disparities, and fostering a vibrant, diverse, and inclusivecommunity.


