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GARDEN CLUB OF THE 
BACK BAY HOLDING 
HOLIDAY WREATH 
SALE

The Garden Club of the Back 
Bay is holding its annual Holi-
day Wreath Sale.

Each holiday wreath is a one-
of-a-kind creation, handcrafted 
with care by the dedicated vol-
unteer members of the Garden 
Club of the Back Bay. When you 
place your order, you’ll choose 
your wreath size, ribbon style, 
and decorative theme—ensuring 
your wreath is as special as the 
season itself.

Each custom-made wreath 
costs $175 and comes fully deco-
rated. The preorder window for 
ordering is Oct. 6 through Nov. 
28, and pickup/delivery is slat-
ed for Dec. 2–4. Local delivery 
available in Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, and the South End. Quan-
tities are limited.

​Your purchase directly sup-
ports over $30,000 in annual 
tree care across the Back Bay—
made possible entirely through 
the generosity of our wreath 
supporters.

Visit www.gardenclubback-
bay.org/store to order.

WINTER FESTIVAL/
HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
AT SoWa

Start the holiday season with 
art shopping at its best. This year, 
our much-loved Winter Festival 
begins at 11am on Black Friday, 
November 28th, Small Business 
Saturday, November 29th and 
SoWa Sunday, November 30th.

After that, First Friday 
Open Studios is December 5th, 
5pm-9pm! And Winter Festival 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
continue through December 
28th starting at 11am.

The spirit of the season is alive 
at 450 Harrison Ave, Boston. 

For more info, visit 
sowaartists.com/events

MEMORIAL FOR MARY 
DEISSLER SET FOR 
NOV. 29 AT KINGS 
CHAPEL

A memorial service for Mary 
Deissler will be held on Satur-
day, Nov. 29, at 11 a.m. at Kings 
Chapel, with musical preludes 
beginning at 10:45 a.m. A lives-
tream option will be available as 
well.

​Also, Mary’s family has begun 
a fund at the Boston Landmarks 
Orchestra to help support its 

mission of bringing free classical 
music everyone, including pro-
grams such as Music and Memo-
ry. Visit https://www.landmark-
sorchestra.org/ to learn more.

 
NSCS JAZZ CONCERT 
SERIES RETURNS DEC. 
4 TO NEWCASTLE 
SARANAC COMMUNITY 
STUDIO

The NSCS Jazz Concert Series 
returns Thursday, Dec. 4, at the 
Newcastle Saranac Community 
Studio, located at 607 Columbus 
Ave. in Roxbury, in the heart of 
Boston’s historic Jazz Square. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., and the 
concert runs from 6:30–7:45 
p.m.

This concert features Jesse 
Taitt, an exciting and dynamic 
pianist and composer. The eve-
ning promises a dynamic pro-
gram of original compositions 
and reimagined jazz standards, 
delivered with Taitt’s signature 
energy and artistry.

Admission is $10 for students/
seniors and $20 for general 
admission. Fenway Forward 
residents attend for free. Light 
snacks and soft drinks will be 
provided, and the venue is fully 
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Although a Harris poll a few years back revealed that Christmas 
is the favorite holiday of the year among all age groups of Ameri-
cans, we think that Thanksgiving, our uniquely American holiday, 
has much more to recommend it than Christmas.

Thanksgiving has its roots with the Pilgrims, long before the con-
cept of a United States had crossed anyone’s mind. It always has been 
a secular celebration of peace and relaxation. It simply is a day to be 
grateful for what we have, however much that may be.

Thanksgiving is a day of no pressure. It is the ultimate family-cen-
tered holiday. It has no religious meaning, no national-celebration 
connotations, and no required gift-giving. It lacks the commercial-
ism, solemnity, and political overtones of all of our other national 
observances.

In a world where anxiety seems to follow us 24/7, Thanksgiving 
provides a welcome respite from the commercialism that accompa-
nies Christmas and most of our other holidays. There is no obligation 
to spend a lot of money (that many of us do not have in the first 
place) to buy the perfect gift in order to be the perfect spouse, or the 
perfect parent, or the perfect friend.

Thanksgiving demands nothing more from each of us (other than 
for the person who is doing the cooking!) beyond just showing up 
and enjoying the company of our family and friends and then having 
a great meal.

When we think of the Christmas vs. Thanksgiving debate, we 
think it’s analogous to the late, great comedian George Carlin’s skit 
about football vs. baseball (check it out on YouTube if you’ve never 
seen it!). In Carlin’s telling, football is the equivalent of war in which 
the quarterback, known as the “field general,” throws “bullet pass-
es” and “long bombs” in the face of an opponent’s “blitz” to pierce 
the “enemy defense.” By contrast, the aim of baseball is to “be safe 
at home.”

Similarly, while Christmas epitomizes our hyper-capitalist, con-
sumerist, and frenetic society, Thanksgiving is its complete antithesis.

Thanksgiving is a national celebration that serves to remind us 
how blessed we are at a time when circumstances are so cruel for so 
many others in a world in which there are more refugees than at any 
time since the end of World War II.

Whatever our personal trials and tribulations may be, Thanks-
giving reminds us how remarkably fortunate we are to live in this 
country. And in a day and age when so many of us are connected 
24/7 to some instrument of communication, it truly is a relief to have 
a day when we can just shut it all off (other than perhaps watching 
a football game.)

We wish all of our readers a happy -- and restful -- Thanksgiving.
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Although the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority 
(MWRA) ultimately didn’t vote 
on the recently proposed Com-
bined Sewer Overflows plan at 
its Nov. 19 board meeting, trans-
parency is still being urged in the 
decision-making process going 
forward to allow the public  to 
participate in the process.

​A few weeks ago, the MWRA 
and the cities of Cambridge and 
Somerville unveiled sewage con-
trol proposals that raised seri-
ous concerns regarding what 
public health and the Clean 
Water Act demand for the rivers. 
(CSOs are intentional outflows 
of sewage and rainwater dis-

charged into rivers and streams 
during very wet weather, but 
during events called Combined 
Sewer Overflows, the amount 
of water coming through the 
system is more than the pipes 
can handle, especially during 
heavy rainfall, sending both 
the stormwater and the sewage 
into rivers and streams.) The 
Mystic River Watershed Asso-
ciation (MyRWA), the Charles 
River Watershed Association 
(CRWA), and the organization 
Save the Alewife Brook (StAB) 
all opposed the proposed plan, 
which was selected from more 
than 30 possible solutions pre-
sented at a online public meeting 
held on Sept. 25. The removal of 

the plan from the agenda for the 
MWRA’s Nov. 19 board meeting 
apparently came in response to 
the concerns raised.

​Despite this seeming coup, 
MyRWA is still encouraging the 
public to contact

Secretary Rebecca Tepper of 
the Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs and the MWRA 
board “demanding the highest 
level of CSO controls for the 
Mystic and Alewife and a trans-
parent public process for decid-
ing the plan that best meets the 
needs of our communities.”

​Visit https://mysticriver.org/
csos?blm_aid=1259544 for 
more information.

Transparency still needed despite 
MWRA tabling board vote on CSO Plan

Our office will be 
closed Thanksgiving 

Day, Nov. 27th and  
Friday, Nov. 28th

Find our next issue on 
the streets Nov. 28th
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accessible. For ticket informa-
tion, visit: bit.ly/4iaZ6gS

 
AUTHOR LLYON WOO 
ON HAND DE. 10 AT 
UNION CHURCH IN 
SOUTH END

The South End Library 
Author Series welcomes Pulitzer 
Prize-winner Llyon Woo, who 
will discuss her book, ‘Master 
Slave Husband Wife: An Epic 
Journey from Slavery to Free-
dom,’ on Wednesday, Dec. 10, at 
6:30 p.m. at Union Church Con-
nection Room, 485 Columbus 

Ave., with its entrance off West 
Newton Street. (The free event 
will also be offered virtually.)

​A Cambridge resident, Woo 
won the 2024 Pulitzer Prize for 
biography for this rich narrative 
of William and Ellen Craft, an 
enslaved couple who in 1848 
traveled in plain sight from 
Macon, Ga., to Philadelphia, 
Pa., with light-skinned Ellen dis-
guised as a disabled white gentle-
man and William as her manser-
vant.  Continuing to Boston, the 
Crafts are kept safe by the people 
of Boston when men are sent to 
arrest them.

incidents.
​Incidents of domestic aggra-

vated assault were down nearly 
25 percent as the number fell to 
40 from 53 last year. The five-
year average for this category in 
the district is 45.8 incidents.

​Also, incidents of non-do-
mestic aggravated assault were 
down almost 3 percent, with the 
number falling to 173 from 178 
last year. The five-year average 
for this category in the district is 
185.4 incidents.

​Incidents of commercial bur-
glary were up more than 14 per-
cent as the number climbed to 48 
from 42 last year. The five-year 
average for this category in the 
district is 65.2 incidents.

​In contrast, incidents of resi-
dential burglary decreased near-
ly 36 percent, with the number 
dropping to 49 from 76 last year. 
The five-year average for this 
category in the district is 87.8 
incidents.

​Incidents of larceny from a 
motor vehicle were down more 
than 9 percent as the number 
dropped to 377 from 416 last 

year. The five-year average for 
this category in the district is 
377.8 incidents.

​Conversely, other larcenies 
were up around 7 percent, with 
the number climbing to 1,955 
from 1,821 last year. The five-
year average for this category in 
the district is 1,570.2 incidents.

​Incidents of auto theft were 
up approximately 20 percent as 
the number climbed to 149 from 

124 last year. The five-year aver-
age for this category in the dis-
trict is 136.8 incidents.

​Citywide, Part One crime 
was down around 2 percent this 
year, with the number falling to 
14,432 from 14,733 incidents 
last year. This year has seen a 
nearly 3-percent increase from 
the citywide five-year average of 
Part One crime of 14,057 inci-
dents.
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Lunenburg, Nova Scotia.
Hundreds of community 

members, as well as local offi-
cials, along with Mayor Michelle 
Wu - the first Mayor of Boston 
to join the annual ceremony 
– were on hand for the event, 
which included an Indigenous 
tree smudging ritual prior to the 
cutting of the tree. The 45-foot 
white spruce was planted 40 
years ago by the Feener family 
who dreamed that it would one 
day be the ‘Tree for Boston.’

Nova Scotia gifts a tree to 
the City of Boston each year in 
recognition of the aid Boston 
sent north after the deadly Hal-
ifax Explosion of 1917. Caused 
by the collision of two wartime 
ships — one of which was carry-
ing explosives — the blast killed 
about 2,000 people, wounded 
9,000 others, and leveled a large 
section of the city.

This year’s tree was scheduled 
to arrive by police escort at Bos-
ton Common at approximately 

11 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 18.
Interim Boston Parks and 

Recreation Commissioner Cathy 
Baker-Eclipse, Santa Claus, the 
Boston Park Rangers, and local 
school children will greet the tree 
at its final destination near the 
Boston Visitors Center at 139 
Tremont St. The tree will be lit 
at approximately 7:55 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 4, as the City of 
Boston’s official tree lighting is 
celebrated on Boston Common 
from 6 to 8 p.m. The ceremony 
will be broadcast live on WCVB 
Channel 5 starting at 7 p.m.

The annual tree lighting on 
Boston Common is presented by 
the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department and title sponsor, 
The Province of Nova Scotia. 
The event is supported by pre-
senting sponsor Amazon, signa-
ture sponsor Meet Boston, key 
sponsors Constellation Power 
and JetBlue, and media sponsors 
WCVB Channel 5 and The Bos-
ton Globe.
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